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Sabal Trail Transmission, LLC 
Quick Facts:  

Location: Alabama, Georgia, Florida 

Length:   Approx. 465 miles 

Capacity: Up to 1 billion cubic feet per day 

Ownership Interest: 100% Spectra Energy Corp 

Targeted In-Service: May 2017  

Project Need 

The Sabal Trail Transmission, LLC’s (“Sabal Trail”) 
interstate pipeline system is a proposed project in 
response to a request for proposal from Florida Power 
& Light Company (“FPL”) to provide firm natural gas 
transportation for their power generation needs by May 
2017.  Spectra Energy Corp (“Spectra Energy”) 
submitted a comprehensive response to that request 
and proposes this project through its wholly-owned 
affiliate Sabal Trail Transmission, LLC. 

Additional pipeline infrastructure will also benefit the 
Southeast region by making available additional 
supplies and new energy infrastructure to support other 
regional power generators and the growing demand for 
clean-burning natural gas.  Sabal Trail will increase 
energy diversity, security and reliability to these 
Southeast markets.  

While FPL has not yet selected the company to develop, 
construct and operate the project, Sabal Trail plans to 
independently undertake certain early pre-award 
activities in order to maintain a schedule to meet the 
May 2017 in-service date. 

Project Overview 

The proposed Sabal Trail project will include 
approximately 465 miles of interstate natural gas 
pipeline (55 miles in Alabama, 196 miles in Georgia, and 
214 miles in Florida) and initially at least 2 compressor 
stations in Alabama and Florida.  The pipeline will be 
capable of transporting 1 billion cubic feet per day or 
more of natural gas to serve local distribution 
companies, industrial users and natural gas-fired power 
generators in the Southeast markets.  A unique feature 
of this pipeline system will be to utilize or parallel a 
variety of existing utility corridors (including expanding 
an existing pipeline system in Alabama), significantly 
reducing overall impacts for construction and 
operation. 

The natural gas pipeline study corridor under review 
originates in Alabama, extends to Georgia and ends in 
central Florida. 

 

 

A connecting pipeline to be constructed by others will 
complete the delivery to FPL in Martin County, Florida. 

Where We Are Now 

The Sabal Trail project is in the early development 
stage.  We anticipate FPL awarding the project by mid 
July of this year.  In the near term, Sabal Trail is 
initiating several activities to better position the project 
to meet the schedule requirements, should Sabal Trail 
be awarded the project.  These activities include 
engaging federal, state and local officials to inform 
them of Sabal Trail’s initial planned work in the study 
corridor areas.  Affected landowners will receive 
introductory letters and information about initial survey 
plans in their area.  The survey corridor will be 
approximately 600 feet wide which would allow future 
pipeline route refinements as necessary to incorporate 
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landowner, environmental and construction related 
concerns.  Should the Sabal Trail project move forward, 
survey work would commence in September 2013.  
 

The Permitting Process 

Sabal Trail will obtain necessary regulatory 
authorizations from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (“FERC”), the federal agency with 
jurisdiction over U.S. interstate natural gas pipeline 
projects. The FERC process and the permitting 
processes of other federal and state agencies will allow 
interested stakeholders multiple opportunities to 
comment on the proposed pipeline project.  

The FERC exclusively authorizes the construction of new 
interstate natural gas facilities. FERC is also the lead 
federal agency responsible for conducting 
environmental reviews of interstate natural gas projects 
in compliance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act.  
 
 Sabal Trail will take the opportunity for early public 
consultation and involvement in evaluating the Sabal 
Trail project facilities prior to submitting a formal 
application to FERC.  

Community Engagement 

Early on, Sabal Trail will seek input from affected 
stakeholders and will work with them to identify issues 
related to the project. These discussions will allow Sabal 
Trail to address concerns before it files its applications 
with FERC and other federal and state agencies.  
 
As noted above, Sabal Trail will send letters to 
landowners along the proposed routing corridors 
informing them of the project and our need to perform 

surveys to collect information about their properties. 
We will seek opportunities to discuss the project 
directly with each landowner in small face to face 
discussions. The survey activities (engineering, 
environmental and cultural resources), will help Sabal 
Trail obtain the necessary field data to further assess 
the pipeline alignments. These activities will be 
performed in a minimal amount of time and should not 
inconvenience any landowners. 

Other methods of outreach and communication will 
also be available throughout the route evaluation and 
permitting process.  Numerous opportunities will be 
available for public comment and community 
involvement is encouraged. 

The project’s experienced development team is 
committed to a comprehensive consultation and 
ongoing communications process with stakeholders to 
develop a viable pipeline route that mitigates impacts 
to landowners and the environment, and meets or 
exceeds customer needs, constructability requirements 
and safety regulations. The pipeline route will utilize 
existing corridors and infrastructure for a significant 
portion its length, in order to minimize environmental 
and local impacts.  

Additionally, the project will deliver additional local 
and regional benefits by creating significant jobs 
during the construction phase and ongoing tax 
revenue. 

Who We Are 

Sabal Trail Transmission, LLC is a wholly-owned Spectra 

Energy Corp company.  Spectra Energy Corp (NYSE: SE), 

a FORTUNE 500 company, is one of North America's 

premier pipeline and midstream companies.  For more 

information, visit www.spectraenergy.com. 

 

For Further Information 
 
Government Relations, Stakeholder Outreach & Media Inquiries:  (888) 215-6683 
 
Local or State Governmental Affairs: Brian Fahrenthold at (713) 627-4814 or bcfahrenthold@spectraenergy.com 

 
Federal Governmental Affairs:   Steve Tillman at (202) 347-2063 or setillman@spectraenergy.com 
 
Stakeholder Outreach & Media: Andrea Grover at (888) 215-6683 or adgrover@spectraenergy.com 
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